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As the President mentioned, we have
all—also discussed missile defense. I welcome
the new U.S. approach, which will allow all al-
lies to participate, which will protect all allies.
And in fact, I think the proposed new system
can serve as an instrument to bind all allies,
new and old, even stronger together.

Thank you.

President Obama. Thank you so much. All
right, thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:09 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. Secretary
General Rasmussen referred to Gen. Stanley
A. McChrystal, USA, commander, NATO In-
ternational Security Assistance Force, Afghan-
istan. 

Remarks at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland
September 30, 2009

Francis, thank you for the extraordinary in-
troduction. I want to echo what has just been
said about my Secretary of HHS. She is, I just
think, outstanding. She hit the ground run-
ning, and with all the burdens that she carries,
she always has a sense of fun and energy and is
just good to be around. So please give Kath-
leen Sebelius a big round of applause. 

I want to acknowledge that we are in Con-
gressman Chris Van Hollen’s district, a Demo-
crat from Maryland, and Chris is here and a
great supporter of NIH historically. We are
very grateful for him. And we are so happy to
have Senator Arlen Specter, who is directly re-
sponsible for so much of the funding for NIH
research. He is a huge champion for your
cause. And I know you already gave him a
round—rousing round of applause, but I just
want to echo what a great job he’s been doing
and what a great partner he’s been.

Finally, somebody who’s not here but de-
serves a little credit is my Vice President, Joe
Biden, who is managing the stimulus pro-
cess——

[At this point, there was a microphone feed-
back problem.]

Whoa! That’s Joe trying to call in. [Laugh-
ter] Joe is doing a great job and—but he is
pretty tough when it comes to tracking the
money, and so he’s going to be paying atten-
tion—doc—[laughter]—to make sure that it’s
going where it’s supposed to be going.

Before I begin my remarks about this ex-
traordinary institution, I want to say a word
about the tragic events that took place yester-

day in America Samoa. My deepest sympa-
thies are with the families who’ve lost loved
ones and the many people whose lives have
been affected by the earthquake and the tsu-
nami. To aid in the response, I’ve declared this
a major disaster to speed the deployment of
resources. And FEMA, the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency, is working closely
with emergency responders on the ground,
and the Coast Guard is helping to provide im-
mediate help to those in need. We also stand
ready to help our friends in neighboring Sa-
moa and throughout the region, and we’ll con-
tinue to monitor the situation closely as we
keep the many people who’ve been touched
by this tragedy in our thoughts and in our
prayers.

Now, today I’m here to talk about our Na-
tion’s commitment to research. I want to thank
Dr. Collins and his team for showing me and
Kathleen some of the extraordinary ground-
breaking research being done at the National
Institutes of Health. The work you do is not
easy. It takes a great deal of patience and per-
sistence. But it holds incredible promise for
the health of our people and the future of our
Nation and our world. That’s why I’m here to-
day. 

For decades, the NIH has been at the fore-
front of medical invention and innovation,
helping to save countless lives and relieve un-
told suffering. And yet, if we’re honest, in re-
cent years, we’ve seen our leadership slipping
as scientific integrity was, at times, under-
mined and research funding failed to keep
pace.
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We know that the work you do would not get
done if left solely to the private sector. Some re-
search does not lend itself to quick profit. And
that’s why places like the NIH were founded.
And that’s why my administration is making a
historic commitment to research and the pur-
suit of discovery. And that’s why today we’re an-
nouncing that we’ve awarded $5 billion—that’s
with a “b”—in grants through the Recovery Act
to conduct cutting-edge research all across
America, to unlock treatments to diseases that
have long plagued humanity, to save and enrich
the lives of people all over the world. This rep-
resents the single largest boost to biomedical
research in history.

Now, one of the most exciting areas of re-
search to move forward as a result of this invest-
ment will be in applying what scientists have
learned through the Human Genome Project to
help us understand, prevent, and treat various
forms of cancer, heart disease, and autism. And
having been a leader of the Human Genome
Project, Dr. Collins knows this promise all too
well. And it’s a promise that we’ve only just be-
gun to realize.

In cancer, we’re beginning to see treatments
based on our knowledge of genetic changes that
cause the disease and the genetic predisposi-
tions that many of us carry that make us more
susceptible to the disease. But we’ve only
scratched the surface of these kinds of treat-
ments because we’ve only begun to understand
the relationship between our environment and
genetics in causing and promoting cancer.

So through the Recovery Act, the NIH is ex-
panding the Cancer Genome Atlas, collecting
more than 20,000 tissue samples to sequence
the DNA of more than 20 types of cancer. And
this has extraordinary potential to help us better
understand and treat this disease. Cancer has
touched the lives of all Americans, including my
own family’s; 1.5 million people will be diag-
nosed in the next year. Half a million people
will lose their lives. We all know the terrible toll
on families and the promise of treatments that
will allow a mother to be there for her children
as they grow up, that will make it possible for a
child to reach adulthood, that will allow count-
less people to survive a disease that’s claimed
far too many lives.

Through these investments in research, we
will also have the opportunity to make strides in
the treatment and prevention of heart disease,
the leading cause of death in the United States.
Since 1948, for example, researchers have been
following generations of residents in the town
of Framingham, Massachusetts, to better un-
derstand the cause of cardiovascular illness.
Now we have a chance to study the DNA of
these participants and connect what we know
after decades of observation to what we’ll soon
know about their genetic makeup. And perhaps
we can identify those who are likely get high
blood pressure or high cholesterol and find
ways to intervene before heart disease even de-
velops.

And finally, we’ll also provide the largest ever
infusion of funding into autism research. Across
the country, grant recipients will have the op-
portunity to study genetic and environmental
factors of a disease that now touches more than
1 in every 150 children. And what we learn will
hopefully lead to greater understanding, early
interventions, more effective treatments and
therapies to help these children live their lives
and achieve their fullest potential, which is ex-
traordinary. 

Now, we know that these investments in re-
search will improve and save countless lives for
generations to come. And as I was taking a tour
with Dr. Collins and Dr. Fauci and others, just
listening to the possibility of a HIV/AIDS vac-
cine, or hearing the latest treatments of cancer
that allow people who previously only had re-
sort to the most violent types of radiation or
chemotherapy now being able to take pills and
seeing extraordinary progress, it is something
that is entirely inspiring. But we also know that
these investments will save jobs, they’ll create
new jobs—tens of thousands of jobs—conduct-
ing research and manufacturing and supplying
medical equipment and building and moderniz-
ing laboratories and research facilities all across
America. 

And that’s also what the Recovery Act is all
about. It’s not just about creating make-work
jobs; it’s about creating jobs that will make a
lasting difference for our future. From the be-
ginning, our goal has been to rescue the econo-
my at the same time as we’re laying a new
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foundation for lasting economic growth. And
central to that foundation is a health care sys-
tem that can deliver the treatments and cures
you discover in an affordable way. After all,
decades of research make no difference to the
family that is dropped from an insurance poli-
cy when a child gets sick. And breakthroughs
with the potential to save lives don’t matter
when your insurance doesn’t cover a preexist-
ing condition. And as costs rise and rise, that
leaves less and less for the kinds of invest-
ments in health care and in basic research that
will actually improve our well being. That’s
why we’re working so hard to pass long-over-
due reforms.

Now, I should point out there are some who
have opposed the reforms we’re suggesting,
saying it would lead to a takeover by the Gov-
ernment of the health care sector. But this
concern about the involvement of Govern-
ment, I should point out, has been present
whenever we have sought to improve our
health care system. 

Here’s an interesting quote from FDR; he
addressed it nearly 70 years ago right here at
the dedication of NIH. And he said, and I
quote, “Neither the American people, nor
their Government, intends to socialize medical
practice any more than they plan to socialize
industry. In American life, the family doctor,
the general practitioner performs a service
which we rely upon and which we trust as a
nation, and there can be no substitute for the
personal relationship between doctor and pa-
tient, which is a source of strength of [our]
medical practice in our land.”

FDR was being accused of a Government
takeover of health care. [Laughter] But he
thought NIH was a pretty good idea. And
think about everything that’s happened and all
the lives that have been saved and all the prog-
ress that’s been made and all the commercial
activity that’s been generated as a conse-
quence of that early investment.

And these words are a reminder that while
we’ve made great advances in medicine, our
debates haven’t always kept pace. And these
words remind us that there have always been

those who argued against progress, but that at
our best, we’ve never allowed our fears to
overwhelm our hopes for a brighter future.

That’s been at the heart of the work of the
National Institutes of Health for decades. It
was here that Dr. Roy Hertz would develop
the first successful cure of metastatic cancer
through chemotherapy, as a group of women,
who would have surely died, began actually to
get better. It was here that Dr. Nina Braun-
wald, the first woman ever to be board-certi-
fied in cardiothoracic surgery, conducted
some of the earliest operations to replace
heart valves. It was here, in the years after
President Roosevelt’s visit, that polio vaccines
would be tested to end a scourge that affected
millions, including, obviously, the President
that helped to make the research possible.

We can only imagine the new discoveries
that will flow from the investments we make
today. Breakthroughs in medical research take
far more than the occasional flash of brilliance,
as important as that can be. Progress takes
time; it takes hard work; it can be unpredict-
able; it can require a willingness to take risks,
going down some blind alleys occasionally.
Figuring out what doesn’t work is sometimes
as important as figuring out what does. All of
this needs the support of Government. It
holds promise like no other area of human en-
deavor, but we’ve got to make a commitment
to it. 

And here at the National Institutes of
Health, and at universities and research insti-
tutions across this country, you are demon-
strating our capacity not just as a nation but as
human beings to harness our creativity and our
ingenuity to save lives, to spare suffering, to
build a better world for ourselves, our chil-
dren, and our grandchildren. That is our great
promise, and it is one that we’ve once again
begun to fulfill.

So thank you for your extraordinary work.
And we are going to keep on providing the
support that you need. The American people
are looking forward to the next set of discover-
ies that all of you are working on today.

Thank you so much.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:03 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Francis S. Collins, Di-
rector, National Institutes of Health; and An-

thony S. Fauci, Director, National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 

Statement on the Earthquake and Tsunami in the South Pacific Region
September 30, 2009 

Michelle and I send our deepest condolences
to the families and loved ones of those who lost
their lives in the earthquake and tsunami in
American Samoa and the region. I am closely
monitoring these tragic events and have de-
clared a major disaster for American Samoa,
which will provide the tools necessary for a full,
swift, and aggressive response. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency is in close and

constant contact with emergency responders,
and the U.S. Coast Guard is fully supporting the
deployment of resources to those areas in need
of immediate assistance. We also stand ready to
help our friends in Samoa and the region. Go-
ing forward, we will continue to provide the re-
sources necessary to respond to this catastro-
phe, and we will keep those who have lost so
much in our thoughts and prayers.

Statement on Senate Action on Energy Reform Legislation
September 30, 2009

I applaud Chairmen Kerry and Boxer for
their leadership on comprehensive energy re-
form. With the draft legislation they are an-
nouncing today, we are one step closer to put-
ting America in control of our energy future
and making America more energy independent.
My administration is deeply committed to pass-

ing a bill that creates new American jobs and
the clean energy incentives that foster innova-
tion. I commend Senators Boxer and Kerry for
their work and look forward to signing compre-
hensive energy legislation that addresses this
urgent challenge.

Statement on the United Nations Security Council Resolution on the
Protection of Women and Children in Conflict
September 30, 2009

Today the United States joins with the inter-
national community in sending a simple and un-
equivocal message: violence against women and
children will not be tolerated and must be
stopped. The United States places a high priori-
ty on this issue of fundamental human rights
and global security. I am pleased that the Secu-
rity Council, chaired by Secretary of State Hill-
ary Clinton, unanimously approved a U.S.-
sponsored resolution that will increase the pro-
tection of women and children in conflict. In
particular, the resolution focuses on one of the
most abhorrent features of modern war: the use

of rape as a weapon and other forms of sexual
violence against women and children. 

The dignity of all human beings must be re-
spected, and their rights protected. I applaud
the United Nations and its member states for
standing together to confront these despicable
acts. I honor the courage that is shown every
single day by women and girls facing hardship
around the world, who have such an important
role to play in resolving conflicts and advancing
peace. And my administration will continue to
support the right of all women and girls to live
free from fear and to realize their full potential.
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